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Catholic-Operated Native Boarding
Schools in the United States,
pre-1978

For Further Reading

Note: The sources listed below are to provide users a way to find more information about
the schools included on our list. Many of the sources are older, and reflect a point in history
that show different viewpoints from those we hold today, especially in relation to social,
racial, or ethnic descriptions. Please note that the compilers of this list do not affirm or
endorse all information or perspectives of the sources cited.

For all schools:

“Guide to Catholic Records about Native Americans in the United States.” Marquette University.
https://www.marquette.edu/library/archives/NativeGuide/NativeGuide-main.php, accessed 5/1/23.

The Official Catholic Directory. P.J. Kenedy & Sons. 1888—-2021 available digitally at:
https://archive.org/details/officialcatholic1984unse/page/n29/mode/2up, accessed 5/1/23.

Alaska

The Indian Sentinel: Official Organ of the Catholic Indian Missions, Vol. 1, No. XI, (January 1919): p. 27,
https://cdm16280.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p15072coll2/id/1718/rec/11, accessed 4/25/23

“Profiles of Former Mission Churches,” Diocese of Fairbanks, https://dioceseoffairbanks.org/profiles-of-
former-mission-churches, accessed 4/25/23.

Renner, Louis. Alaskana Catholica: A History of the Catholic Church in Alaska. Spokane, Washington:
Society of Jesus, 2005

Arizona

Cammack, Sr. Alberta, CSJ, “The Sisters of St. Joseph at St. John's Indian School, Komatke, Arizona,” The
University of Arizona, https://parentseyes.arizona.edu/node/66, accessed 4/25/23.
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“History,” St. Michael Indian School, https://stmichaelindianschool.org/history/, accessed 4/25/23.

California

Banning Library District, “The History of St. Boniface Indian Boarding School,”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z1x9AQQVeGM, accessed 4/25/23.

Harley, R. Bruce. Readings in Diocesan Heritage: St. Boniface Indian School 1888 to 1978. San
Bernardino, CA: Diocese of San Bernardino, 1994.

McNeil, Teresa. “Sisters of St. Joseph under Fire: Pioneer Convent School on the Colorado River.” The
Journal of Arizona History 29, no. 1 (1988): 35-50. http://www.jstor.org/stable/41859816.

McNeil, Teresa Baksh. “St. Anthony’s Indian School in San Diego, 1886—1907.” San Diego Historical
Society Quarterly, 34, no. 3 (Summer 1988). https://sandiegohistory.org/journal/1988/july/anthony/,
accessed 4/25/23.

Whelchel, Bill Darwin. The Distant Bells of St. Turibius Mission. Clearlake Oaks, CA, Privately published,
1998. https://imgl.wsimg.com/blobby/go/96c6aace-db08-4ee5-b46e-
c57db32d0d0c/Doc%20Nov%2024%2C%202020%2C%2016%3A35.pdf, accessed 4/25/23.

Colorado

“State Industrial School for Girls,” History Colorado / Colorado Encyclopedia,
https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/state-industrial-school-girls, accessed 4/25/23.

Idaho

“Mary Immaculate School,” Society of Architectural Historians, SAH Archipedia._https://sah-
archipedia.org/buildings/ID-01-009-0010, accessed 4/25/23.
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“St. Joseph’s Mission Church,” Society of Architectural Historians, SAH Archipedia. https://sah-
archipedia.org/buildings/ID-01-061-0009, accessed 4/25/23.

[llinois

Fisher, Rev. William David. “The History of St. Mary’s Training School at Des Plaines, lllinois (1882—
1942).” Master’s Thesis, Loyola University Chicago, 1942.
https://ecommons.luc.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1171&context=luc_theses, accessed 4/25/23.

Indiana

Gerlach, Dominic B. “St. Joseph’s Indian Normal School, 1999-1986.” Indiana Magazine of History, LXIX
(March 1973)._https://archive.org/details/1973-03-His-Ind-0001/mode/2up, accessed 4/25/23.

Kansas

“The Catholic Osage Mission,” A Catholic Mission. https://www.acatholicmission.org/5-the-catholic-
osage-mission.html, accessed 4/25/23.

Gentges, Mary E., SMC. “The Pioneer Sisters of St. Mary’s Mission,” St. Mary’s Magazine.
https://stmarys-p.prod.fsspx.org/en/pioneer-sisters-st-marys-mission, accessed 4/25/23.

“St. Francis History,” St. Francis & St. Ambrose Catholic Churches, https://www.stfrancis-
stambrose.org/st-francis-history.html, accessed 4/25/23.

“The Story of Osage Education: History & Impact on Culture — Fact Sheet,” Osage Nation Lessons.
https://osagenation.s3.amazonaws.com/F/F.1.a.EducHistory&ImpactCulture%20FactSheet.pdf,
accessed 4/25/23.

“Studying the Sisters of Loretto’s Involvement in the Native Boarding School Era,” Loretto Community.
https://www.lorettocommunity.org/studying-the-sisters-of-lorettos-involvement-in-the-native-
boarding-school-era/, accessed 4/25/23.
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“Mother Bridget Hayden — The Medicine Woman,” A Catholic Mission.
https://www.acatholicmission.org/mother-bridget-hayden.html, accessed 4/25/23.

Michigan

“The Catholic Church and Indian Schools in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan: A Preliminary Examination
of the Historical Archive of the Diocese of Marquette,” Diocese of Marquette, p. 19.
https://files.ecatholic.com/32488/documents/2022/10/DiocesanReportOnindianSchoolAndOrphanages-
March25 2022-1.pdf?t=1665779455000, accessed 4/25/23.

Minnesota

Ahern, Wilbert H. “Indian Education and Bureaucracy: The School at Morris, 1887—1909,” Minnesota
History, 49, Fall 1984, pp. 82—98.
http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine/articles/49/v49i03p082-098.pdf, accessed 4/25/23.

“First School at St. Mary’s Mission, Red Lake, Minnesota,” Minnesota Digital Library.
https://collection.mndigital.org/catalog/stbm:330#?c=&mM=&s=&cv=&xywh=-570%2C-
41%2C3109%2C1827, accessed 4/25/23.

Hurley, Sr. Helen Angela. On Good Ground: The Story of the Sisters of St. Joseph in St. Paul. Minneapolis,
Minnesota: The University of Minnesota Press, 1951. https://www.csjstpaul.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/06/0n Good Ground.pdf, accessed 4/25/23.

“Indian Industrial Schools at Saint John’s and Saint Benedict’s,” College of Saint Benedict / Saint John's
University Libraries._https://csbsjulib.omeka.net/exhibits/show/indian-industrial-schools-at-s/from-
native-american-assimilat, accessed 4/25/23.

Reichert, Thomas. “Red Lake, White Earth and ‘Blackgowns’: The Indian Industrial Schools of St. John's
Abbey and St. Benedict’s Monastery, 1884—1896,” Honors Thesis, College of St. Benedict / Saint John's
University, 2005.

https://digitalcommons.csbsju.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1374&context=honors theses, accessed
4/25/23.
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Shannon, James P. “Catholic Boarding Schools on the Western Frontier,” Minnesota History, 35, no. 3,
September 1956, pp. 133-139.
http://collections.mnhs.org/MNHistoryMagazine/articles/35/v35i03p133-139.pdf, accessed 4/25/23.

Missouri

Garraghan, Gilbert J., SJ. “Chapter 5.” Jesuits of the Middle United States. Chicago: Loyola University
Press, 1983. pp. 147-169. http://jesuitarchives.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/chap05.pdf, accessed
4/25/23.

Montana

100 Years in the Flathead Valley: The St. Ignatius Centennial. Privately published, 1954.

Flintham, Lydia Sterling. “Leaves from the Annals of the Ursulines.” Catholic World. Vol. 66, Issue 393,
December 1897, pp. 319-339.
https://quod.lib.umich.edu/m/moajrnl/bac8387.0066.393/352:4?rgn=full+text;view=image;gl=montan
a, accessed 4/25/23.

Kelly, Gerald Lee. “History of St. Ignatius Mission, Montana.” Master’s thesis. The University of Montana,
1954. https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3587&context=etd, accessed 4/25/23.

Mahoney, Irene, OSU. Lady Blackrobes: Missionaries in the Heart of Indian Country. Golden, CO: Fulcrum
Publishing, 2006.

Peterson, Donna. “Conflict, Tension, Strength: The History of St. Paul’s Mission, St. Labre Indian School,
and St. Stephen’s Indian School, 1884—Present,” PhD diss. University of New Mexico, 2015.
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1063&context=hist _etds, accessed
4/25/23.
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“St. Charles Mission School and Parish Celebrate 125 Years.” St. Labre Indian School.
https://www.stlabre.org/publications/st-charles-mission-school/, accessed 4/25/23.

4

Watembach, Karen. “The History of the Catechesis of the Catholic Church on the Crow Reservation.”
Master’s thesis. Montana State University, 1983.
https://scholarworks.montana.edu/xmlui/handle/1/7560, accessed 4/25/23.

Nebraska

“History.” St. Augustine Indian Mission. http://staugustinemission.org/history, accessed 4/25/23.

New Mexico

Craig, Eleanor. “Loretto and the Saint.” Loretto Community. https://www.lorettocommunity.org/loretto-

and-the-saint/, accessed 4/25/23.

“Studying the Sisters of Loretto’s Involvement in the Native Boarding School Era,” Loretto Community.
https://www.lorettocommunity.org/studying-the-sisters-of-lorettos-involvement-in-the-native-
boarding-school-era/, accessed 4/25/23.
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Herron, Sr. Mary Eulalia. “Work of the Sisters of Mercy in the Diocese of Philadelphia, 1861-1875—
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